U.S.S. Seven Acres embarks with record guest

More than 400 guests were on hand
when the U.S.S. Seven Acres embarked
upon its maiden voyage on the high

making the event such a huge success.”

Once aboard ship, gala guests entered

the captain's cocktail party where they

seas on Saturday evening, Jan. 23, at the were greeted, offered a cocktail and

Westin Galleria Hotel. The gala event,
which directly benefits the residents,
was a tremendous success, boasting
one of the largest attendance in recent
years for Seven Acres Jewish Senior
Care Services.

Captains/co-chairs of the “Come
Sail Away on the U.S.S. Seven Acres”
were Tracy and Brian Kapiloff. “This
year's gala was so well-attended and
had such great energy — from the
auction to the dinner, to the dancing
and the casino games,” stated Brian
Kapiloff. “Tracy and | had a great
time, as did all of our family and
friends. We owe the gala committee,
the incredible staff at Seven Acres,
and everyone who contributed and/or
attended a huge debt of gratitude for

treated to souvenir photo opportunities.
They mingled and eagerly participated
in the silent auction, which was chaired
by Steve Estrin and featured more than
200 items of jewelry, art and collectibles,
gift certificates from favorite retailers,
dinners at some of Houston’s finest and
most popular restaurants, sports and
theater events, luxury travel packages
and complete beauty spa packages. An
ongoing “Big Board” auction attracted
a crowd, which watched as auctioneers
took bids for spectacular items, such
as a four-night stay in the beautiful
Napa Valley that included dinner at The
French Laundry restaurant, a seven-day
stay at a luxurious home near Colorado
Springs, and autographed Colt McCoy
sports memorabilia.

Party-goers were invited to walk a
red carpeted gangplank into the bal-
room, which was decorated with a Ca
ribbean cruise ship theme that included
anchors, palm trees, ship’s life preserv
ers, casino tables and more. Decorations
chair Adele Croft worked with event
planners, Behind the Scenes, to create
the ambiance of a luxury cruise ship.

Once everyone was seated, the
Kapiloffs welcomed the guests and
opened the program for the evening.
A video entitled, “Why Seven Acres?”
was shown and dinner was served as
couples danced to the soulful sounds
of Yvonne Washington and the Mix
throughout the evening. During dinner,
the lucky winner of the drawing for the
smart fortwo pure, William Jacquot,
was announced. The car, which was
display in the ballroom, generously
was donated by Steve Lasher of smart
center Sugar Land.

The fun continued as high-stakes
rollers had the opportunity at the casino
to try their hands at Texas Hold ‘Em,
black jack, roulette and craps. Winner
of the casino drawing was Alan Rosen,
who took home a gift certificate for an
at-home catered casino party. Across
the room, dancers continued to crowd
the floor as they enjoyed Washington's
wide variety of dance numbers and
styles. Highlight of the dancing portion
of the evening was a special group
salsa lesson, taught by dance teacher
Johnny Tanon. Tanon inspired a large
crowd to follow him as he instructed
them to sway to the Latin beat.

As the evening came to a close,
Seven Acres president Lorraine
Horwitz remarked, “All of us at
Seven Acres are sO appreciative to
this multigenerational crowd who
made this event so successful for our
residents.” 0

1. President Lorraine Horwitz
welcomes everyone aboard.

2. Leonard Goldstein and Helen Wils

3. Dancers follow along as they
are taught how to salsa.

4. Connie and Dede Weil, Alan and
Renee Helfman, Cindy Greenberg
and Laurie Karkowsky.

5. Captains Tracy and Brian Kapiloff
board the U.S.S. Seven Acres.

6. The casino was one of the most
popular spots to be on the “cruise.”

7. Cissy and Alan Kaplan

8. Elyse and Lewis Kalmans check
out the delightful array of silent
auction items.

9. Buster Freedman, Karen Freedman,
Malcolm Slatko and Steve Estrin.
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