
JHV
February 8, 2018
23 Shevat 5778

Volume CX
Number 49

Houston, TX
$2 Per Copy

jhvonline.com 

January 21, 2021
Shevat 8, 5781

Volume CXIII
Number 46

$2 Per Copy
jhvonline.com

713.932.1032 | BernsteinRealty.com

Your home.
Proudly Serving Houston & Surrounding Areas Since 1985

Our expertise.®

Yom Limmud 
presenter to talk 
about Jews and 

chocolate

Page 6

Get to know your 
rabbi: From their 
pets to their pet 

peeves

Page 2
Yolande Dauber was the first resident at The Medallion to receive the COVID-19 vaccination. She celebrated her 102nd birthday in 2020.

Planting a seed 
for the future: 

Beth Israel 
gets ready for 
Tu B’Shevat 

Page 5

A SHOT OF HOPEA SHOT OF HOPE 
Jewish senior homes get COVID vaccine, Jewish senior homes get COVID vaccine, 

led by 102-year-old led by 102-year-old residentresident
Page 3Page 3

http:// jhvonline.com 
http://jhvonline.com 
http:// bernsteinrealty.com


Up Close
JHV | January 21, 2021 | 3

A SHOT OF HOPE: Jewish senior homes get 
COVID vaccine, led by 102-year-old resident

 
By MATT SAMUELS | JHV

 
Yolande Dauber has seen a lot in her 

102 years of life. After being ceremoniously 
selected to receive the first COVID-19  vaccine 
at The Medallion, she hopes to resume seeing 
even more soon.

 Excitement and optimism were in the 
air at Seven Acres and The Medallion on 
Jan. 12-13, as residents and staff received the 
immunization that will be a big step in fight-
ing the spread of the coronavirus.

 “I didn’t feel a single thing, it was 
even less than a flu shot,” Dauber told the 
JHV. “I was the first one, which was nice, 
but more importantly, the vaccine gives 
everyone hope.”

Medallion executive director Marsha 
Cayton was the first staff person given the 
vaccination and said the process could not 
have gone better.

“We all are so limited in what we can 
do during the pandemic, so you have to get 
excited about something like this,” Cayton 
told the JHV. “It was very celebratory. We had 
a big hoop-de-do with yelling and scream-
ing and it really gave us something to be 
very happy about.”

The vaccines were administered by 

CVS OmniCare and offered to all Medallion 
residents and staff on Jan. 12. Seven 
Acres residents followed Jan. 13, with 
the CVS staff going room-to-room at the 
nursing home facility.

Bob Altshuler was the first Seven Acres 
resident to get the vaccination. 

“It was an honor to be the first one at 
Seven Acres,” Altshuler told the JHV. “They 
came around to each room and were real 
quick. It was a relief to know that something 
is getting done. 

“The pandemic has been hard, but there 
are a lot worse things. Thank G-d we are able 
to get through it here.”

Both Seven Acres and The Medallion 
have done a great job handling the pandemic 
and spread of the coronavirus since its spread 
to Houston in March 2020.

The senior care facility has kept its 
residents occupied with plenty of activities, 
games, exercise and other virtual experi-
ences to combat the social isolation. They 
also have trained their staff to be leaders in 
the prevention of spreading COVID.

Seven Acres worked with a Houston 
Health Department epidemiologist and the 
Health and Human Service Commission 
to develop a COVID mitigation strategy 
for the campus.

“Medicare and Medicaid services have 

given our staff online training 
and we are over 95 percent 
trained and completed that program,” Seven 
Acres CEO Barry Goldstein told the JHV.

“We added a registered respiratory thera-
pist to our RN infection control preventionist 
to train not only our staff, but our residents 
and their families.”

Goldstein said the campus follows five 
key pillars of COVID mitigation:

• Hand washing/sanitizing
• Cleaning/sanitizing the workplace
• Use of appropriate PPE
• Maintaining physical distancing 
• Health screenings and calling in when 

you are not well
 “We encourage our staff to not come in if 

they are feeling sick, but they still get paid if 
they stay home,” Goldstein said. “So, our staff 
doesn’t have to decide between feeding their 
family and possibly spreading the disease. 
We pay them to stay at home. I know a lot 
of people don’t do that. It’s the concept of 
people over profits.”

 Goldstein said Seven Acres has gotten 

unwavering support from their board, which 
is focused on doing whatever they need to do 
to meet the best practice of COVID mitigation.

 “I am so proud to say that we have been 
very successful to date with all of our mitiga-
tion efforts at trying to keep this virus in 
check,” Seven Acres board president Brad 
Rauch told the JHV. 

 “However, with the beginning of a 
New Year and the welcome arrival of the 
vaccines, we are very optimistic that this 
will go even further in making Seven Acres 
a much safer and more pleasant place for our 
residents and staff.”

 For Dauber, who looks forward to 
celebrating her 103rd birthday later this year, 
seeing what is being done gives her hope.

“I just hope the vaccine is the cure and 
the world gets back to normal again,” she 
said. “I think everyone is looking forward to 
resuming their activities and getting back 
to living a normal life. I really hope that will 
happen soon.”   n

Village of Meyerland residents, 
staff start New Year with vaccine
By JOLEE LEVITIN | JHV

The coronavirus has swept 
through the entire world, 
changing everybody’s lives, 
especially seniors, for the 
past 11 months.

That’s why, when The 
Village of Meyerland received 
news about the vaccine becom-
ing available, many residents 
and staff were excited to sign up.

Approximately 98% of 
residents and 50% of staff signed 
up to receive the first dose of 
Pf i zer-BioN Tech. Residents 
received the vaccine Jan. 5. The 
second round of the vaccine 
will be distributed Jan. 26.

“Our residents were 
extremely happy to receive 
the vaccine,” David Chandler, 
Village executive director, told 
the JHV. “We are excited to be 
taking this step to a healthy 
and happy 2021.” 

The Village of Meyerland 
worked with the COVID vaccine 
clinic through Omnicare. 
Omnicare’s pharmacists and 
technicians conducted an 
orderly distribution at the 
Village. Moreover, residents 
and staff did not have any aller-
gic reactions after receiving the 
vaccine, noted Chandler, who 
also was vaccinated.

“Most of us had some arm 
soreness, similar to what 
someone would experience 
with the annual f lu vaccine,” 
Chandler said. “We want to 
encourage others to receive the 
vaccine as it becomes available to keep 
our residents safe.”

Jolee Levitin, a JHV intern, is a recent 
graduate of The Emery/Weiner School.   n

Dorothy Ferley, is vaccinated for COVID-19.

David Chandler receives his COVID vaccination at Village of Meyerland.
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Yolande Dauber – at 102 years old – was the first resident at The Medallion 
to get the vaccine, while Marsha Cayton was the first staff member.

Bob Altshuler was the first resident from Seven Acres to receive the COVID vaccine Jan. 13.

Seven Acres Life Enrichment director Jill Newman was 
the first staff member to get the vaccine Jan. 13.
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