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 Seven Acres raises more than $1 million, honors staff at ‘All You Need is Love’ gala
“With a Little Help from our Friends,” 

Seven Acres Jewish Senior Care Services’ “All 
You Need is Love” virtual gala raised more 
than $1 million to help fund the cost of chari-
table care for its precious residents. The annual 
event honored Seven Acres and The Medallion 
Assisted Living Residence essential staff with 
the Joyce Proler Schechter Spirit of Life Award 
for their devoted service during the pandemic.

Sponsors and friends of Seven Acres 
watched this year’s gala from the comfort 
of their living rooms, on their devices, for 
a live-streamed YouTube video and live 
auction on Saturday, Feb. 6. Sponsors of the 
Beatles-themed event received gift baskets that 
included information on the silent auction and 
live donor appeal, as well as ingredients and 
recipe for a Sgt. Pepper signature cocktail, and 
a Beatles song bingo game.

The live-streamed video also followed 
the Beatles theme, opening with a whimsical 
’60s-era section where executive board and 
senior staff members drove off together to 
join a “Magical Mystery Tour” in a vintage 
Volkswagen minivan.

The video highlighted Seven Acres’ 
mission of providing compassionate care to the 
elderly and elder disabled. It followed licensed 
vocational nurse Diana Santibanez Martinez 
in “A Day in the Life,” as she went about her 
daily activities that have changed considerably 
since the beginning of the pandemic.

Martinez described the enhanced health 
guidelines and procedures that she and the 
rest of the staff have incorporated in the past 
months. “Early on, Seven Acres was prepared 
for this, and I think that helped the staff a lot,” 
she stated. “I honestly believe that Seven Acres 

and the administration have done everything 
that they possibly can to keep everybody 
safe and healthy.”

Family members of resident Berta Roth 
spoke about the challenges of visiting her 
since March. They cited the devoted staff for 
keeping the residents engaged and active 
during the lockdown.

“I can’t imagine the nurses and other staff 
having to deal with COVID with their lives at 
home, managing the lockdown there, and then 
coming to work and having to do it here, as 
well,” said Roth’s grandson, Tomas Ackerman.

In the video, Berta Roth’s two daughters, 
Eva Ackerman and Ruzena Gordon, also 
showed their appreciation of the staff. “I would 

really like to thank the staff of Seven Acres,” 
Eva Ackerman said. “I know how hard every-
one is working. They are trying to accom-
modate the residents, even though these are 
unprecedented times. Thank you to everyone 
– you are making their lives easier under some
very difficult circumstances.”

The Joyce Proler Schechter Spirit of Life 
Award was announced in the video by Joyce 
Schechter and accepted on behalf of the staff by 
CEO Barry Goldstein and COO Marsha Cayton. 

“There is only one word to describe our 
staff’s performance during this pandemic – 
AMAZING!” Goldstein said, as he accepted 
the award. “They are our true heroes in every 
sense of the word.”

This year’s live auction donor appeal 
raised funds to cover the cost of COVID-19 
expenses for personal protective equipment; 
staff training; frequent COVID-19 testing for 
staff, residents and visitors; enhanced staff-
ing, as well as supervised visitation, all of 
which has continued to increase operating 
costs dramatically.

 Board president Bradley Rauch closed the 
video: “On behalf of the board of directors, 
residents and staff, we want to thank everyone 
who has helped make this evening an amazing 
success. Funds raised through the virtual gala 
benefit the residents of Seven Acres. This has 
been a great night for Seven Acres, for our 
honorees, and we hope, for all of you.”

The community is invited to watch 
the gala video and visit sevenacresorg to 
participate in the “All You Need is Love” donor 
appeal. Video may be found at  link.edgepilot.
com/s/d5d00ffb/Dsmd8bsKHki8n8t-9wbTsw
?u=https://youtu.be/h0qq0FmbQNo.       �

Margolis families seal deal to sponsor 
HJFF’s Opening Night now, in future

By DEBORAH LYNN BLUMBERG | JHV

This is part 2 of a four-part series about 
the J’s renovation project and the donors who 
make it possible.

Part 2: Jewish Film Festival

The Evelyn Rubenstein JCC’s Houston 
Jewish Film Festival opens this year with 
a rousing romantic comedy, produced in 
Israel, and thanks to the Margolis families.

The festival, which will be virtual, with 
the exception of one drive-in screening, 
opens with “Honeymood,” on Sunday, Feb. 
28. The film, directed by Israeli filmmak-
er Talya Lavie, tells the story of newlyweds
Eleanor and Noam, who, after arriving
at their honeymoon suite, embark on an
expedition through Jerusalem to return a
ring gifted to the groom by his ex-girlfriend.

The festival kicks off with Opening Night 
festivities, which are open to the public, on 
Sunday, Feb. 28, at 7 p.m. over Zoom with 
live music, a look at past opening nights 
through the years, and a demo of a signature 
festival cocktail. A Margolis family member 
will join the virtual event and deliver brief 
remarks. The film will be followed by a Q&A 
session with Lavie. 

Opening Night is sponsored by Ken 
and Judy O. Margolis, Rodney and Judy E. 
Margolis, and Barry and Rosalyn Margolis, 
who established the Margolis Family 
Endowment. The gift was given as part of 
the J’s ongoing capital campaign toward 
its major renovation. It will support the 
film festival opening night – this year and 
in years to come – while contributing to 
the renovation. 

“Our families are so very pleased to be a 
part of the capital campaign and to establish 
an endowment to support the J’s very popular 

Houston Jewish Film Festival,” said Barry. 
“With the new building, the J will continue 
to be a center of Jewish life in Houston, as 
well as a host to the larger community.”

Amy Rahmani, the J’s Arts and Culture 
director, says the gift makes a powerful 
statement that speaks to a shared commit-
ment in presenting high-quality Jewish arts 
programming in Houston.

“The Margolis families’ endow-
ment honors the Houston Jewish Film 
Festival, a cherished community event 
that celebrates Jewish and Israeli film, and 
the festival is incredibly humbled by their 
support,” Rahmani said.

The Margolis families, proud of their 
now six generations of Houstonians, have 
a collection of fond memories of the J since 
the 1950s, where they would meet friends to 
participate in a variety of sports and cultural 
programs. The Margolis families have long 
been active in and supportive of many 
Jewish and community-wide religious, 
cultural and community organizations and 
causes. Today, they share a family office 
where they manage their charitable and 
investment activities. 

This year’s film festival features 15 films. 
All films may be enjoyed virtually, except for 
“Shiva Baby,” which will be shown as a drive-
in movie at Congregation Beth Yeshurun 
(4525 Beechnut St.) on Saturday, March 6, 
at 8 p.m. The festival includes two live events 
with filmmakers, along with several Q&As.

For more information about the 
2021 Houston Jewish Film Festival, visit 
erjcchouston.org/filmfest.

Visit ournewJ.org for updates on the 
renovation and visit the J on Facebook, 
Instagram and Twitter. 

Deborah Lynn Blumberg is a freelance 
writer, living in Houston. �

“Honeymood” will be the featured film for opening night of the Houston Jewish Film Festival, on Sunday, 
Feb. 28, at 7 p.m. over Zoom.

Seven Acres CEO Barry Goldstein (center) holds the Joyce Proler Schechter Spirit of Life Award, presented to 
the Seven Acres staff. Representing different departments are Janet Pinner, Jill Newman, Kristine Stauffer, Noel 
Tobias, Alfredo Ramirez, Claudia Tehrani, Nicole Sager, JoAnn James and Gabrielle Langley.

COO Marsha Cayton, center, holds the Joyce Proler Schechter Spirit of Life Award, surrounded by several members 
of the staff of The Medallion Assisted Living Residence. They include Stephanie Barrocas, Jennifer Barnes, Monday 
Coleman, Charlotte Portuphy, Carol Burks, Theresa Brandyburg, Nancy Earls, Francisco Guerra, Mary Kweme, 
Robin Silver, Ashley Hawthorne and Maia Sandoval.

TORCH rabbi hits milestones with top, 
internationally ranked Jewish podcasts

In order to connect with a global audience, 
one might assume that millions of dollars of 
funding and a large support staff with tremen-
dous technological and logistical support 
would be necessary. Rabbi Yaakov Wolbe of 
Torah Outreach Resource Center of Houston 
(TORCH), however, is proof that the deter-
mination of a single individual can make the 
miraculous happen on his own, merely with 
Divine assistance.

Rabbi Wolbe joined the TORCH team in 
2012, with the responsibility of overseeing 
the young professional’s division and teaching 
classes at various congregations across the 
Greater Houston area as a part of Shalhevet, 
TORCH’s synagogue partnership program.

In 2013, he made the decision to start 
recording his classes with his cell phone to 
share with a larger audience via a podcast. 
At the time, podcasts were still a fairly new 
platform, and Rabbi Wolbe would simply 
record his class in real time, upload it after-
wards and share.

As the podcasts gained momentum and 
downloads accelerated, Rabbi Wolbe progres-
sively upgraded the production quality. 
Today, the TORCH recording studio consists 
of commercial-grade equipment, and the 
podcasts are professionally produced and 
polished with NPR-like obsessiveness.

To date, the number of Rabbi Wolbe’s 
monthly podcast class downloads has swelled 
to an astounding 40,000-45,000 per month 
and are the largest contributors to the podcast 
ecosystem of TORCH. Tracking data has 
shown that listeners in 183 countries regularly 
download and listen to the podcasts with the 
U.S., Canada, Israel and the U.K. serving as the 
largest audiences.

“TORCH should really rebrand itself 
as the ‘Torah Outreach Center of the 
HEMISPHERES,’ ” said Rabbi Wolbe. “There is 
not an organization anywhere that can claim 
that it has undergone the kind of metamorpho-
sis that TORCH has embarked upon, transi-
tioning from local community-wide teaching 
to a leading global purveyor of Torah topics 
and Jewish thought through our multimedia 
platforms, including the podcasts.”

Since beginning his podcasts, Rabbi Wolbe 
has received correspondence from close to 
1,000 unique listeners and supporters who 
have highlighted that his classes have been 
nothing short of life-changing for them.

Rabbi Wolbe credits the podcast platform 
for being the best mechanism available for 
disseminating his teaching.

“Today, podcasts are growing in leaps 
and bounds,” said Rabbi Wolbe. “They are, 
in effect, cannibalizing older mediums. A 
podcast is a very intimate experience for the 
listener and something which can be played 
repeatedly and by which information can more 
easily be retained.

“Most people get very tired of watching the 
same TV show or movie over and over again, as 
too many of their faculties are being occupied. 
This is not true of podcasts, and I love that the 
learning that I am blessed to be able to share, 
via this medium, is something that remains in 
people’s minds and souls.”

Rabbi Wolbe hosts and edits six separate 
podcasts, including “The Parsha Podcast,” 
“The Jewish History Podcast,” “The Mitzvah 
Podcast,” “This Jewish Life,” “Torah 101” and 
“The Ethics Podcast.”  Rabbi Wolbe also makes 
time during the week to meet, via Zoom, with 
17 chevrusas (study partners), enlightening 
them and connecting on a personal level. 
His chevrusas live throughout Texas and 
around the country.

Rabbi Wolbe emphasizes that while many 
other organizations have become victims of 
COVID, TORCH’s proactive approach to multi-
media Torah outreach is ready for the world 
and is always looking for new opportunities to 
flourish and grow.

“TORCH remains on the cutting-edge by 
constantly innovating, reinventing itself and 
never shying away from challenging standard 
orthodoxies and conventional wisdoms,” 
said Rabbi Wolbe. “TORCH is always looking 
for the next big opportunity to connect with 
Jews on any level and bring the vibrancy of 
Torah learning to them, regardless of their 
geography. I am so honored to be part of such a 
dynamic and enthusiastic team of teachers and 
community-wide mentors.”

Rabbi Wolbe plans to add new podcasts 
this year, including a series focusing on Jewish 
bedtime stories for kids. And, if this were not 
enough, he is publishing a book this year, titled 
“Upon A Ten-Stringed Harp,” which explains 
how observing Torah and mitzvot provides an 
opportunity to perfect the soul.

All of Rabbi Wolbe’s podcasts can be 
streamed for free from any podcast app on 
a tablet or smartphone or by logging onto 
TORCHpodcasts.com. To access the library 
of TORCH’s educational videos, log on to 
TORCHvideos.com, and to join a TORCH class, 
visit TORCHweb.org.               �
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