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Better Together singles group packing 
2023 calendar with more fun events

Better Together Jewish singles age 50-plus 
partnered with the Evelyn Rubenstein Jewish 
Community Center to explore the new Samuels 
Family Community Pavilion on Jan. 22.

According to Karen Scheinbaum, Better 
Together chair, close to 66 Jewish singles, age 
50-plus, enjoyed Mimosas in the Morning,
while mixing, mingling, schmoozing and tour-
ing the new facility,

Better Together collaborates with 
Congregations Beth Israel, Beth Yeshurun, 
Emanu El, Brith Shalom and Houston 
Congregation for Reform Judaism to host 
social events for Jewish singles age 50-plus. 
Better Together partners take turns spon-
soring free or low-cost fun and social events 
in the community.

Past events at Kenny & Ziggy’s and Genesis 
Steakhouse were so successful the group 
is pressing full steam ahead planning more 
events for the spring.

Coming up next is the Better Together 
Singles Party for Jewish singles age 50-plus 
on Tuesday, Feb. 14.

The evening includes dinner, dessert, 
chocolate, wine and the company of dozens 
of Jewish singles over 50 for a modest price at 
the New York Eatery. To register, go to beth-
israel.shulcloud.com. To request a boxed 

kosher meal from the Bagel Bakery, make 
advanced registration.

The two fall pickleball events were so popu-
lar that Beth Yeshurun is supporting a Better 
Together pickleball program. 

Registration is open for the first quarter 
on the Beth Israel event calendar page. The 
program is free; help the head count by reg-
istering in advance and bringing your own 
paddle. (Some extra paddles are available.)

The March program is Picnic at Eastern 
Glades Memorial Park. Pets on a leash are wel-
come and encouraged. Registration isn’t open 
yet; email BetterTogether@beth-Israel.org to 
be put on the email list and receive updates.   �

One night only at the J

Comedian in one-man show sums 
up Tom Lehrer’s musical ditties

The Evelyn Rubenstein 
Jewish Community Center 
of Houston presents the 
one - ma n show, “ The 
Layers of Tom Lehrer,” on 
Saturday, Feb. 18, at 8 p.m. 
The performance is writ-
ten and performed by native 
Houstonian Allan Murray.

In “The Layers of Tom 
Lehrer,” comedian Murray 
portrays Lehrer and brings 
his songs to life.

During the Cold War 
nuclear panic of the 1950s 
and ’60s, mathematician 
Tom Lehrer became an inter-
national comedy sensation. 
He sang twisted tunes and satirized war, 
pornography, race, kink, death, religion, the 
environment, education and politics – with a 
side order of “Elements,” of course.

Lehrer was listed in the same Time 
magazine article as cohort Lenny Bruce, 
about a new type of comedian – the Sicknik. 
He inspired the likes of Bo Burnham, 
Flight of the Conchords and “Weird Al” 
Yankovic, to name a few.

Comedian and actor Murray tickles the 

ivories and brings Lehrer and 
his acid-tinged ditties to life.

As a lifelong fan, Murry 
conceived the idea of a one-
man show and called the 
now 94-year-old myste-
rious maestro Lehrer to 
share his idea. His call went 
straight to Lehrer’s answer-
ing machine, which wasn’t 
surprising as he famously 
doesn’t answer calls.

As Murry was leav-
ing a message detailing 
the show, Lehrer picked up 

the phone. After a few great 
conversations, Lehrer gave 
Murray his blessing.

Lehrer’s satirical songs are as relevant 
today as they were in the ’50s and ’60s. 
Murry is thrilled to not only bring the music 
of Lehrer, but his story, as well.

“Tom’s brilliance has inspired hero wor-
ship among several generations of fans of 
satire and funny music,” said “Weird Al.”

Tickets are available at erjcchouston.
secure.force.com/ticket#, or call 713-551-
7215. For tickets to other J programs, go to 
erjcchouston.org/tickets. �

Native Houstonian Allan Murray 
stars in “The Layers of Tom 
Lehrer” on Feb. 18, at the J.

Bill Swann, Richard Braverman, Susy Brown, Steve Veedell, Karen Scheinbaum, Keith Kriegler and Linda Caplan.

Ellen Levin, Barry Laves and Jane Shapiro.

Synagogue softball league 
ready to play ball!

The Houston-area synagogue softball 
league is looking to add more teams to the 
league this season.

Each team should have a minimum of 
12 to 15 committed players. Each player 
must be a member in good standing 
of his synagogue.

To join, even if your synagogue 
doesn’t field a team, contact Paul Katz at 
pkatz88@comcast.net.

The season will begin on Sunday, Feb. 
26, and play through April at Bayland Park 

each Sunday morning.
Expect to make new friends, have fun 

and get some exercise.         �

Come play 
softball 

with your 
synagogue 
buddies!

New Moishe House in The Heights 
has busy start to the year
Group will partner with others on Shabbat Boxes Community Project

A new Moishe House 
h a s  l au nc h e d  i n  Th e 
Heights, creating even more 
Jewish life in the revitalized 
Houston neighborhood.

The new Moishe House 
was started by Diana Polyak 
and Ariella Belote at the end 
of December and has had an 
exciting start to the new year.

“We have received so 
much positive feedback with 
our programs and hope 
to engage a wider array of 
the young Jewish commu-
nity,” Polyak said.

In January, Moishe House 
led a challah bake and film club, as well as 
initiated a biking club, women’s Jewish study 
group and more.

Moishe House is now working with sev-
eral other community organizations on its 
latest event, The Shabbat Boxes Community 
Project. The first program will take place 
Monday, Feb. 13, from 6-8:30 p.m., at 
Houston Hillel, 1700 Bissonnet St.

The Shabbat Boxes Community Project – 
run by the Alexander Jewish Family Service 
Houston – will involve Moishe House, 
Torchwood, Jewston, YAD, J-Hype and 
Heights Kibbutz.

“We will carefully craft and decorate 

Shabbat Boxes that will then be packaged 
with grape juice, battery-powered candles, 
prayer and challah,” Polyak said. “The boxes 
are then distributed by JFS to Jewish people 
in the hospital every Shabbat Friday. These 
boxes provide a sense of comfort and com-
munity to the recipients.”

Everyone in the community, all ages, 
are encouraged to attend. To sign up 
for the Shabbat Boxes event,  visit  
fb.me/e/2oNoZxaUJ?mibextid=RQdjqZ.

To receive a monthly Moishe House 
newsletter and learn more about Moishe 
House in The Heights, visit moishehouse.
org/find-a-house/houston-heights.     �

Moishe House in The Heights enjoyed a Challah Bake last month.

Community of Conscience members 
meet with Chronicle publisher, editors

AJC Houston Community of Conscience 
members held an extensive dinner conversa-
tion at the Houston Chronicle Jan. 25 with 
president/publisher Nancy Meyer, managing 
editor Maria Reeve and editorial page editor 
Lisa Falkenberg. 

The conversation focused on issues and 
trends in 2023.

The discussion also centered on oppor-
tunities to collaborate on op-eds, as well as 
what local journalism and a free press will 
look like in the future.       �

Community leaders Susie and Scott 
Bender honored at Seven Acres Gala

Seven Acres “Back Together…and it feels 
so good” 2023 gala was the first opportunity 
in three years for supporters to come together 
in person to raise funds while enjoying an 
unforgettable evening in the ballroom of the 
Hilton Americas-Houston. 

The gala honored community leaders 
Susie and Scott Bender with the Joyce Proler 
Schechter Spirit of Life Award for their many 
years of service and support of the Houston 
community and Seven Acres. 

The event – held Sunday, Jan. 29 – raised 
more than $1.5 million for the care of the 
elderly who reside at Seven Acres.  More than 
650 guests were in attendance.

  Seven Acres board members, Steve Estrin 
and his wife, Denise, and Robert Caplan and 
his wife, Alyse, co-chaired the gala.  Honorary 
chairs were Bebe and John Falik.  Auction 
chair was Diane Kaminsky. 

Rejoicing in the success of the 2023 gala, 
Michael Feinstein remarked, “We have been 
receiving so many accolades on our 2023 
gala. We are hearing from all who attended 
that, not only was this one of the most finan-
cially successful galas that we have held, but 
it was by far the most fun. What a wonder-
ful way to enter our 80th year of service to 
the elderly and elder disabled of the Texas 
Gulf Coast.”  �

Seven Acres president Michael Feinstein, Scott Bender, Susie Bender and CEO Barry Goldstein.

Community of Conscience members participating in the Houston Chronicle conversation were Allan 
Van Fleet, Linda Toyota, Dorit Aaron, Tracy Stein, David Simon, Bishop Michael Rinehart, Stephen 
Klineberg, Shariq Ghani, Benjamin Baysal, Rabbi Steve Morgen, Conchita Reyes, Iris Fisherman, Zahra 
Jamal, Judson Robinson III, Rachel Ryke Schneider, Cecilia Pham and Randy Czarlinsky.

HOD Lodge Tikvah raises funds for 
Tunnel 2 Towers, Levy Scholarship

Worthy Brother Ivor Segall (right) and Cindy Gooden (left), owner of 
Chancellors, present checks to Amb. Kim de Lorenzo, representing 
Tunnel 2 Towers.

Inspired by Ray Sass, 
a 9/11 survivor, Hebrew 
Order of David Lodge 
Ti kva h held a casi no 
night in January to ben-
efit Tunnel 2 Towers and 
the Nat Levy Scholarship 
fund. The event was held at 
Chancellors Family Center, 
which donated its premises 
for the evening. �
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